


Programme Note:

Written in 2021, The Snow Queenis a multi-media work following the Hans Christian Anderson short story of the same name.
The work can be presented with accompanying animation, and narration, or stands alone as a concert piece.

The music features shimmering, rapidly evolving textures depicting the snow and vind-swept lands of Scandinavia, as well as several light
motif which make up the motivic and structural crive behind the work.

The structure of the work follows an abridged stcry of the Snow Queen, and is separated into the following mavements:

I - Introit

An overture combining and counterpointing the primary light motif that will drive the character arc of the story.

I - The Looking Glass

Here, a first formal introduction of the “Mirror theme” (included for reference below, seen at figure 140), a whole tone motive which in itself is
reflective, and presents the eerie distortion of man when looked through.

‘Flight” sees the looking glass being carried into the heavens, before eventually dropping and shattering into millions of billions of bits.

IIT - Gerda and Kai

Movement three opens with bird song which will reprise throughout the work, symbolising the natural and beautiful world in which Gerda and Kai
aspire to live, before exposing three themes: The Rose, Gerdarand Kai.

The three melodies counterpoint with one another at The Rose, b. 155, which is symbalic of the pair’ s blossoming friendship in the story. They
plant the rose together and watch it grow, as their relaticniship does.

Kai". s theme is heard in horn, previously having exposed in the overture, b. 3, featuring acciaccatura and a buoyant melady.
The rose theme, a plaintive melody, can be heard in the solo cornet voice, and Gerda’ s theme is heard in solo baritone, previously exposed in b.86.
The octatonic Snow Queentheme is first heard in b.164, in an eerie yet serene texture.

Shards from the glass mirrer lodge inKai' s eye which can be seen thematically at b.173-175, which causes a distortion of Kai’ s theme, and a more
introspective recapitulation, before the Sleigh Ride.

The sleigh ride is full energy and fast changing textures with a menacingly chromatic tonality forbearing Kai® s abduction. B.202 sees the Srow
Queen take flight with Kai and his sled before panning down to a city asleep below.

IV - Garden of Flowers
The movement opens with Gerda longing for the now long since missing Kai, and her call to adventure, b.239.
Gerda is swept away in a boat on the river, b.242, and the music follows the flowing yet turbulent scenes on the water,

A brief spell of jaunty music appears through the watery textures symbolising the wooden soldiers she sees on the side of the river, before the music
calms to the house of the old woman who could conjure.

The old woman, who wishes to keep Gerda forever, hides any roses as this may remind Gerda of why she is on her travels, and as such the theme of
the woman only includes tones not used in the Rose theme,

This is pentatonic and sits very calmy, outside of time, reflecting the loss of sense of time Cerda experiences while with the woman.
Gerda finds a rose one morning Fowever and is reminded of her friendship. The Rose tieme recapitulates at b.294, symbolising this.

The call to adventure reprises at the end of the movement, along with birdsong, and Gerda is back on her journey.
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III. Gerda and Kai
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